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Sleet and snow perfect? The mix was fit for
BrrBan, a winter race with task stations to
exercise the mind as well as body. Page 4B

Carriage operator says neigh top roposal

The operator of Borse-drawn
carriages in Omaha since the
1970s has a message for police
officials who want to ban him
from around the College World
Series: Hold your horses.

There’s no reason, Mark Dono-
van said, to rush into a policy
prohibiting his operation.

“We don’t cause amy issues,
and it seems unfair,” Donovan
said. “It seems like a small busi-
ness is getting pushed out of the
way because of a big, somewhat
corporate event.”

The proposal comes up for a
public hearing Tuesday before
the Omaha City Council, with
a vote scheduled the following

week. Police say the plan, which
also would ban rickshaws and
pedicycles, is needed to ensure
traffic flow and safety.

“QOur local operators are great,”
Deputy Police Chief Todd Schma-
derer said Saturday. “But we run
the risk of being overtaken by
outf-of-state pedi-cabs, carriages

See Keliv: Page 2
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Mark Donovan,
of Magical
Journey Carriage
Services, says a
proposal by the
Omaha police

to prohlbit
nonmotorized
vehicles atound
TD Ameritrade
Park during the
College World
Series will hurt
his business any
“seems unfalr”
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Kelly: Police tear losing control of ‘traffic situation’

Continued from Page 1

and similar modes of transporta-
tion that come to Omaha for the
lure of quick profits.”

He said several such outside
operators arrived last June, the
first time the CWS was played
at the new TD Ameritrade Park
north of downtown.

That may be true, Donovan
said, and his operation didn’t do a
lot of business around the stadi-
um this year. But he doesn’t want
the city to set a precedent of ban-
ning horse-drawn carriages.

No one from the Police Depart-
ment spoke to him before the
plan was made public last month,
he said, even though police had
asked him — and he agreed — to
donate a horse, carriage and driv-
er for the “Santa at the Southeast
Precinct” event next Sunday on
South 24th Street.

“'m a downtown building
owner, and I've been a business
owner for 35 years,” he said, “but
they don’t bother to contact me
to discuss this?”

Last week, 10 days after the
plan was made public, Donovan
met with Schmaderer and three
other officials.

“It seemed like they were will-
ing to maybe compromise a little
bit, but I'm not sure,” said Dono-
van, who will make his case Tues-
day to the City Council.

Schmaderer said that because
all operators must be treated
equally, the difficulty would be in
making exceptions.

The proposal, he said, origi-
nated with police traffic com-
manders; it wasn’t requested by
the National Collegiate Athletic
Association, which runs the Col-
lege World Series. But when po-
lice officials ran the idea past the

- NCAA, “we didn’t receive any re-

sistance,” Schmaderer said.
The CWS, the national cham-
pionship of college baseball, was

CHRIS MACHIAN/THE WORLD-HERALD

Mark Donovan, who operates carriage rides in places such as the Old
Market, will oppose a proposed CWS-area ban at a City Council hearing.

played at Omaha’s Rosenblatt
Stadium from 1950 until 2010.
The_ deputy chief noted that the
series will slightly overlap next
summer with the U.S. Olympic
Swim Trials next door at the Cen-
turyLink Center Omaha.

If a proactive ordinance isn’t
passed to regulate the situa-
tion, ‘Schmaderer said, “there’s
a potential to lose control of the
traffic situation.” To move 25,000
people into and out of the ball-
park, he added, “we need every
inch of traffic lanes.”

He said it’s common around the
country to regulate “clean zones”
around major events. Doing so in
Omaha may actually help local
operators in the long run, he said,
because out-of-towners wouldn’t
come to the city for big events.

The proposed ban would pro-
hibit nonmotorized carriages on
the streets around the ballpark
for three days leading up to the
CWS and through the day after
the final game.

It would apply to an area from
Abbott Drive and Nicholas Street

on the north to Interstate 480 on
the south, from 15th Street on the
west to Riverfront Drive on the
east. Regular bicycles still would
be allowed.

Donovan said Riverfront
Drive is a popular area for his
horse-drawn carriages, and the
ban would hurt his business.

Now §3, Donovan started his
operation with a friend after
graduating from Westside High
School. His friend left the busi-
ness four years later.

M&J Carriage Service, for
“Mark and Jim,” is now called
Magical Journey Carriage Ser-
vice. Starting with two carriag-
es, it now has 12, as well as three
sleighs (with wheels), a covered
wagon and 12 horses.

“l say 11%,” Donovan said,
“because one is a pony.”

None of the animals works
more than two night a week,
he said, and they are returned
nightly to his farm north of the
city. Carriages are stored in his
building near 22nd and Farnam
Streets.

His carriages operate all over
the metro area, he said, and have
led parades for St. Patrick’s
Day, Cinco de Mayo, River City
Roundup and other community
events. He has witnessed many
creative marriage proposals.

His customers have included
celebrities such as actor Kevin
Costner and singer Eddie Money,
as well mayors, governors and
other politicians. After winning
the CWS championship last June,
South Carolina coach Ray Tanner
treated his family to a carriage
ride in the Old Market.

Donovan served four years as
president of the Old Market Busi-
ness Association and four years
as president of the Carriage Op-
erators of North America.

‘I'm not a millionaire,” he
said, “but I like to work outside
and this lets me be my own boss.
Growing up, I was not a horse
person. I had no idea I'’d make
my livelihood driving horses.”

He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska at Omaha in
2008 after attending part time for
30 years, and he was teased and
roasted afterward at Sortino’s
Pizza Parlor — an event attended
by friends, his three grown chil-
dren and his ex-wife.

He hopes to operate his busi-
ness until he’s 70 or 75, and he
said he’s always had a good rela-
tionship with the police, includ-
ing the mounted patrol. “They
are good guys, and sometimes
we loan them our shovel and
poop bucket.”

In three visits to the stadium
last summer, he said, he never
held up traffic and never created
danger.

“We have a pristine record,”
he said. “I know my stuff when it
comes to pedestrian safety.”

Contact the writer:
402-444-1132, michael.kelly@owh.com
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"“'Mwmmwbgemmnmom Police Department gets its way.
The department says cardages, rickshaws and some types of cycles stalled the flow of traffic.

Police request: No rickshaws,
carriage rides around CWS

By Jerrrey Ross
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER

You mxgbt have to put away your rick-
. shaws during the College World Series.

And not just rickshaws? any horse-- -

drawn carriage, pedicycle or four-person
quadracycle could be off limits around
TD Ameritrade Park.

The Omaha Police Department is ask-
ing the City Council to prohibit carriages
on the streets around the ballpark for
three days leading up to the CWS and

continuing through the series’ final day.

Lt. Darci Tierney, an Omaha police
spokeswoman, said the rickshaw cycles
were an issue the department has no-
ticed.

With the CWS in its new north down-
town location, even regular vehicle traf-
fic can tie up the streets around the ball-
park.

Tierney said the cycles stalled the traf-
fic flow around the stadium. The depart-
ment also is concerned about people’s
safety because the riders step into the

street to load onto a cycle.

The ban would apply in an area from
Abbott Drive and Nicholas Street on the
north to Interstate 480 on the south, from
15th Street on the west to Riverfront
Drive on the east. Regular bicycles still
would be allowed.

The City Council, which will vote next
month on the proposal, will hold a public
hearing on the plan Dec. 6.

Contact the writer:
402-444-1128, jeff.robb@owh.com
twitter.com/jeffreyrobb
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Carriage Operator's of North America

November 30, 2011

Honorable Jim Suttle

City of Omabha, Office of the Mayor
1819 Farnam Street, Suite 300
Omabha., NE 68183

Dear Mayor Suttle:

The Carriage Operators of North America (CONA) is an international organization of
professional horse drawn carriage operators. CONA is committed to promoting the humane
welfare of carriage animals. We promote quality carriage and customer service. We strive to be
the voice of the professional carriage industry by representing our membership and assisting
government agencies at the local, state and federal levels. We provide open communications and
education for members and the public on the operation and management of the carriage trade.
We encourage networking and sharing of ideas throughout the industry.

CONA has member companies in all 50 states, Canada and the Caribbean. One of the core
functions of our organization is to provide a united voice for the horse and carriage industry.
CONA is a member of both the American Horse Council and the Animal Welfare Council which
are national organizations that promote the safe use of equines for pleasure, sport and commerce.

Our past president Mark Donovan, owner of Magical Journey Carriage Service, has brought to
our intention a current proposal before Omaha's city council that would be extremely detrimental
to the financial viability of his business. Mr. Donovan has been a successful small business
operator in downtown Omaha for over 30 years operating in the Old Market area. Enacting a ban
on the operation of "slow moving" vehicles during the College World Series is short sighted and
detrimental to promoting tourism and economic viability for year round businesses in Omaha.

This ban would impact the livelihood of many people and change the feel of the Old Market
area. The restriction would not only stop the wonderful carriage rides that give the old market
part of its wonderful atmosphere, it would also hinder the growth of environmentally friendly
traffic that we are starting to see in Omaha. Horse drawn carriage rides in Omaha, as in many
cities around the country, provide tourists and locals with a view of the present and a glimpse of
our past. Horses are synonymous with the American story. Horses were bred to pull loads, carry
humans into battle and transport them on their journeys westward. Today’s carriage operators
provide their clients with an informative ride that brings the horse and carriage era to life.

1648 N. Hancock Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122
215-923-8516
WWW.CONa.org
email: lkramer@phillytour.com



Carriage Operator's of North America

The carriage rides in the Old Market not only attract visitors to the area but extend their visit and
highlight the local shops and restaurants. The CWS is undoubtedly a huge draw for the city and
provides significant economic stimulus to the tax base. However it is limited to 12 days during
the year. Carriage rides and the Old Market are year round contributors to the city revenue base.

I visited Omaha in 2008 for the CWS and the US Olympic swimming trials which took place
consecutively from mid-June through mid-July. Huge crowds filled the quest Center each day for
the trials and the market place traffic was manageable with the carriage rides doing brisk
business.

In the interest of the local economy and the employees and their families that would be adversely
affected by banning the carriages during the busiest tourist times of the year, I would urge the
city government of Omaha to work with the local businesses to reach a compromise that would
allow the carriages to operate and provide traffic routes that will make the CWS a success for
both the winning teams and the businesses of the Omaha.

Sincerely,

Linda Kramer
President
Carriage Operator's of North America

1648 N. Hancock Street
Philadelphia, PA 19122
215-923-8516
www.cona.org
email: lkramer@phillytour.com
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To:
Subject:
Letter:

change

Omaha City Council
Prevent the ban on the operation of "slow moving" vehicles during the CWS.

Greetings,

| just signed the following petition addressed to: Omaha City Council.

et e e e e e e

Prevent the ban on the operation of "slow moving" vehicles during the CWS.

This would impact the livelihood of many people and change the feel of our Old
Market area. The restriction would not only stop the wonderful carriage rides that
give our old market part of its wonderful atmosphere but make congestion near the
park worse, by preventing people from parking farther out then using the rickshaw
rides to get to the T.D. Ameritrade park. It would also hinder the growth of
environmentally friendly traffic that we are starting to see in Omaha.

Sincerely,



Signatures

Name Location Date

Alaric Dailey Omaha, NE 11/24/2011
Michelle Denker Valley, NE 11/24/2011
Calla Denker Valley, NE 11/24/2011
Enya Denker Valley, NE 11/24/2011
Elizabeth Ellsworth Omaha, NE 11/24/2011
Jackie Newman LaVista, NE 11/24/2011
mark donovan omaha, NE 11/24/2011
bob Ruddick modale, 1A 11/24/2011
JENNIFER RONCEK LINCOLN, NE 11/24/2011
james m nordlund Fargo, ND 11/24/2011
Jason Beineke Omaha, NE 11/24/2011
Jimmy Rockwell Omaha, NE 11/24/2011
Zach Short Bellevue, NE 11/25/2011
"Maureen North" Shortsville, NY 11/25/2011
Vicky DeCoster Papillion, NE 11/25/2011
Susan Price Omaha, NE 11/25/2011
Cheri Boardman Weeping Water, NE 11/26/2011
Cathy Nottingham Kimberling City, MO 11/26/2011
Sally Miller Phoenix, AZ 11/26/2011
Kim Conner Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Kim Conner Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Emily Klug Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Dennis Klug Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Ana Acosta Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Douglas J. Myers OMAHA, NE 11/26/2011
Melanie Caudillo omaha, NE 11/26/2011
michael wichert Omaha, NE 11/26/2011




Name Location Date

Gina Fosco Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Elizabeth Maxwell Elkhorn, NE 11/29/2011
Justin Borer Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Anne Marquardt Louisville, NE 11/29/2011
Emma Link Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Theresa Heye Nebraska City, NE 11/29/2011
Bryant Borchers Kansas City, MO 11/29/2011
Jose Barahona Herndon, VA 11/29/2011
Sze Tom Papillion, NE 11/29/2011
laura baker Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Doug Talley Roanoke, TX 11/29/2011
Anita McGill NYC, NY 11/29/2011
Rosanne Fritz Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Laura Ludwig Des Moines, IA 11/29/2011
eliot sappingfield Nixa, MO 11/29/2011
terry wilbur grand island, NE 11/29/2011
Ray Mathiesen Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Patrice Mathiesen Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
CAROL MCGRANE DUBUQUE, |IA 11/29/2011
Julie talley Kelller, TX 11/29/2011
Katie Krance Chicago, IL 11/29/2011
Ronda Stemm Blaine, MN 11/29/2011
Kimberly Hanusek Bennington, NE 11/29/2011
Amy Goben Council Bluffs, IA 11/29/2011
Margaret Persing Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Amy Bauer Centennial, CO 11/29/2011
Elaine Wilkinson Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Jane Yaffe Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Benjamin Maloy OMAHA, NE 11/29/2011




Name Location Date

Stefanie Scearcy Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Micah Hanusek omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Mary Martel Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Peter Springman Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Kristy Mitchell Stephenville, TX 11/29/2011
Elaine Joseph Lisbon, CT 11/30/2011
Nicole Affleck omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Ted Peters Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Julie Grothe Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Anne Clary Fond du Lac, WI 11/30/2011
Cathy Klein omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Charles Mcintosh Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Mary C Erickson Cudahy, WI 11/30/2011
Stephanie Domanski Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
cathy hanusek omaha, NE 11/30/2011
jerry Kristoff Rutland, MA 11/30/2011
Ray Arends Lake Bay, WA 11/30/2011
Rick Tonsing Fair Oaks, CA 11/30/2011
David Wilson Coralville, 1A 11/30/2011
Dick McGrane Dubuque, 1A 11/30/2011
Mike Miller Stacy, MN 11/30/2011
cindy stowell oakland, NE 11/30/2011
Susan Moore Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
LINDA KRAMER PHILA, PA 11/30/2011
Lisa Lewis Colorado Springs, CO 11/30/2011
Constance Galda Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Karen Marble Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Lisa Earle-Kolstad Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Susan Kash-Brown Lincoln, NE 11/30/2011




Name Location Date

Amber Norton Navarre, FL 12/01/2011
Christina Hansen Knoxville, TN 12/01/2011
Kristin Jacobsma Hudson, FL 12/02/2011
jane stansbury Pena Blanca, NM 12/02/2011
Carol Marchbanks Lubbock, TX 12/02/2011
Cathy Walters Roanoke, VA 12/02/2011
Diana Heagarty Lexington, KY 12/02/2011
Megan Flannigan madison, GA 12/02/2011
Linda Hoerr Overland Park, KS 12/02/2011
Kristi Stillwagon inverness, FL 12/02/2011
Amy Bieri Island Lake, IL 12/02/2011
Olivia Hwahn Moraga, CA 12/02/2011
christie waite myakka city, FL 12/03/2011
Dave Johnson Omaha, NE 12/03/2011
Debby Duitch Jerusalem, Israel 12/04/2011
Beverly Dempsey Omaha, NE 12/04/2011
shedy berrios jacksonville nc, NC 12/04/2011
James Walker janesville, WI 12/04/2011
james donovan omaha, NE 12/04/2011




Name Location Date

Chris Butler Blue Eye, MO 11/28/2011
B. Young Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Tracy Andersen Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
dan nestander omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Jim Simpson Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Galen Donovan Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Amanda Malmberg Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Morgan Baker Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Pamela Fisher Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Jean Denker Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
James Fritz Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Diane Anderson Sturgeon Bay, WI 11/28/2011
Deb Vollmer Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Megan Donovan Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Sarah Powers Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Rosita Force Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Liddy Mahacek La Vista, NE 11/28/2011
Tami Taylow-Wade Carter Lake, 1A 11/28/2011
Jonathan Nyatawa Lincoln, NE 11/28/2011
Rebecca Wilshusen Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Philip McHenry Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Thomas Kocanda Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Shelli McGregor Blair, NE 11/28/2011
Rhonda Dorsey Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Katie Simpson Jacksonville, FL 11/28/2011
Elizabeth Andres Anchorage, AK 11/29/2011
Heather Baker Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Carrie Vollbracht Omaha, NE 11/29/2011
Tim Galde omaha, NE 11/29/2011




Name Location Date

Debbie Robinson Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Gary Brady Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Mark B Hansen Overland Park, KS 11/30/2011
Gail Karlen Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Jerry Miller Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Karin Fellows Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Sara Sharpe Omaha, NE 11/30/2011
Joel Edison Topeka, KS 11/30/2011
Barb Coughlin waltham, MA 12/01/2011
Carol Moss Omaha, NE 12/01/2011
Anne McBride Omaha, NE 12/01/2011
Eva Hughes Bayside, NY 12/01/2011
Eric Nix Saint Augustine, FL 12/01/2011
Janis Podesta Yreka, CA 12/01/2011
Jennifer Quail Dowagiac, Mi 12/01/2011
Linda Harding West Des Moines, |IA 12/01/2011
chantel semanchik Neptune Twp, NJ 12/01/2011
Heather Smith Naples, FL 12/01/2011
Stephanie C Coatesville, PA 12/01/2011
J Ryks Hamilton, New Zealand 12/01/2011
Rose Thompson Las Cruces, NM 12/01/2011
Sandra Norriss Vincent, AL 12/01/2011
connie crouch omaha, NE 12/01/2011
Mrs. Hamilton B. Willis Clinton, LA 12/01/2011
Kim Wells Larsen Elk Grove, CA 12/01/2011
Maia Settle METAIRIE, LA 12/01/2011
carine cardisco-stava Bennington, NE 12/01/2011
Jessica Sharlette arlington, VA 12/01/2011
Amanda Kadubic Toms River, NJ 12/01/2011




Name Location Date

Brian Myers bellevue, NE 11/26/2011
carla beaty Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Shannon Sellimeyer Anthem, AZ 11/26/2011
Michaela Pulte Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Kathleen Oltman Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
megan wilcox Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Bridget Donovan Omaha, NE 11/26/2011
Sandra Santos Papillion, NE 11/26/2011
Jim Nottingham Kimberling City, MO 11/27/2011
jacki cser malvern, |IA 11/27/2011
Jackie Jacoby omaha, NE 11/27/2011
Chris Miklas Omaha, NE 11/27/2011
Nancy Barrett Omaha, NE 11/27/2011
Edward Laurson Denver, CO 11/27/2011
Kelly Hinrichs Omaha, NE 11/27/2011
rhonda wetzel omaha, NE 11/28/2011
teresa yeoman Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Tiffany Snider Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Tiffany Heiser Council Bluffs, 1A 11/28/2011
Tom Maxwell Los Angeles, CA 11/28/2011
Teresa Frye NE, NE 11/28/2011
Bruce Spencer lowa City, IA 11/28/2011
Nancy Krzycki Crawfordville, FL 11/28/2011
Nottingham Michael lowa City, IA 11/28/2011
Suzanne Brown Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Angie Lowry Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Michelle klug Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Patty Oltman Omaha, NE 11/28/2011
Ashleen Barahona Herndon, VA 11/28/2011




Mike Miller — during this economically challenging envirement, it is extremely disappointing —
that a local city government woulde place a undue economic hardship on a small local

longtime, taxpaying business owner. It is also perplexing that the local city government would
discriminate against certain law abiding businesses having them cease and desist operations

while allowing other establishments to continue operations as normal. Attracting certain

venues to host their events in a city should help stimulate the local economy, not place undue

economic hardships on local businesses.

Elaine Wilkinson-why on earth would anyone opt to get rid of the carriage rides and make
congestion near the park worse than it already is? It is the worst idea | have heard of yet. | am
going to look up who initiated this so | know who not to vote for. It shows a serious lack of
foresight.

Melanie Caudillo-the carriages are a wonderfull part of our historic downtown Omaha and |
couldn’t imagine visiting the Old Market not bhaving them there.

Lisa Lewis-although riding the carriage comes from a long time past, establishing carriage rides
in the Old Market was agn innovative and truly, an “idea ahead of its time.” It was started by a
young entrepreneur that grew up in Omaha with an awesome why not? Attitude. It is now an
icon in the Old Market and in Omaha in general.people expect to see it. Why not exploit
Omaha’s flair for the original?why not showcase a businesst5hat we have all come to know and
love, and leave an Omaha tradition alone.

Jim Knottingham-I enjoy the CWS and carriage rides. That’s what makes my visits enjoyable.

Ray Acends- | feel that it is a service that should be continued due to its one of the attractions
that helps draw tourists to the Omaha area.

Sally Miller-because this is just WRONG! Messing with GOOD peoples livelihoods for the sake of
some impatience shown by others who, | might add, are also depending on this time of year to
bopost their yearly incomes.

Amy Goben-in support of Magical Journeys’s Carriage Services, | think a better agreement can
be made than a total ban during CWS. Shame on the city for not discussing the issue with
business owners first.

Jerry Miller- taking away one of the unique attractions in the area that compliment the
ambience of the historic surrounding and slow down the hussle and bussle of the city is an
important viable appealing balance. Keep it. Support it. Showcase it.

Karin Fellows- Dear City Council, please turn your attention to the many visual forms promoting -
Omabha as a tourist attraction. Many signs, brochures, pampbhlets, postcards, videos, etc that
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promote tourism in Omaha use the image of our only horse drawn carriage service in action on
the streets of our Old Market district. | have seen posters in Eppley Airport promising the
pleasure of a relaxing entertaining carriage ride through our historic downtown.

Kim Conner-the carriage rides are part of the Old Markets charm... We don’t want to see that
go away. Besides the carriages aren’t what slows things up, there are other things that do tin
hat.

Jennifer Quail- why put even more people out of work.

Cindy Stowell- it’s ridiculous to PUNISH our cities businesses because the mayor foolishly stuck
the World Series in the middle of them!!!

Ronda Stem-in support of all the small businesses in the Old Market all of those small
businesses and the carriage rides are the reason so many people make it a point to visit the Old
Market.

Don’t take that away from them.

Eva Huges- another scorched earth measure that negatively impacts people, horses, and their
businesses make our urban areas MORE friendly to slow moving vehicles, not less!! Not to
mention erasing charming human scale touches that people LOVE! OMAHA POLICE
DEPARTMENT WAKE UP!!

Shannon Sellsenger-this is what makes the Old Market and downtown Omaha what it is.

Tiffany Herser- the carriage rides are part of the Old Market and downtown Omaha’s charm.
There are other options that could be considered before deciding on a ban.

Linda Hoerr-this is something that | enjoy when | take weekend trips to Omaha. It would be a
loss to the city if it were to put a ban in place. It would cause me to book elsewhere for
weekend holiday/vacation options.

Gina Fosco-l think it is unfair to take away someone’s business opportunity in the name of
traffic.

Christina Hansen- horse drawn carriage and other slow moving vehicles add rather than
subtract from a vibrant city. Omaha should be allowed to put its “best hoof forward,” when the
spotlight shines the brightest during CWS. Share the road- horses paved the way! Why restrict
hardworking small business-people at one of the busiest and most profitable time of the year?

Mrs. Hamilton B. Willis- as many people know, Omaha is like a second “home” for the Bengal
Tigers baseball team, and it’s many fans from Louisiana. We Louisianans love to do more in



Omaha than just watch our tigers win CWS games and titles. We love to go to the Old Market
area. Many of us enjoy the carriage rides there. Please don’t ban them during the time we will
be visiting your lovely city.

Susan Moore-losing the carriage rides in part of downtown Omaha would take away some of
the charm.

Cathy Nottingham- other options should be discussed before the police just decide this is best.

Suzanne Brown- | am signing as it impacts peoples business/livelihood CWS is always slow and
this little issue is not important enough to kill someone’s pay for two weeks or more.

Michele Denker- this is a ridiculous proposal. This is part of the downtown and Old Market.
People who go to the CWS also go to the Old Market shops. There are other alternatives than
banning slow moving vehicles.

Susan Price- you will take away the uniqueness of downtown Omaha and the Old Market!!

Jackie Newman- | believe there are other options that can be considered that would still allow
the carriages to run near and during the CWS. Stopping these businesses from working during
this time is absolutely unfair and must not be allowed.

Ray Mathiesen- come on Omaha! The carriage is one of the few cool things we have to do here.
We're not so big we can dump an attraction which shows our character and has a memorable
tourist appeal. Another cab won’t cut it.

Patrice Mathesen- the carriage business inn downtown Omaha and the Old Market has become
one of the major attractions in the last 30 years. It was there for the beginning of the
rejuvenation, and now you want to take away one of the major income opportunities. | have
been to the Old Market many times and never are the horse and carriages less than
spectacular.

Kathleen Oltman- because it is unjust and frankly to punish small business owners for
attempting to improve the economy and the image of this city and themselves.

Elaine Joseph- this is very prejudicial toward the carriage and Pedi-cab companies. It is also
prejudicial towards small business in general. Please consider the long term consequences and
the precedent such a ban would set.
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